Bethanga Primary School Newsletter
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders
Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and
responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and
needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized
attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential.
School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth

Term 3 Week 5 2021

From the Principals Pen…

Newsletter published
Friday 13th August 2021

Upcoming Dates
TBC: To be confirmed, either unsure if event will go ahead as planned due to
COVID restrictions or the event has been postponed but a new date has not
been confirmed.

WEEK 6

Monday 16th August
AFL Clinic 3 (2nd)
Wednesday 18th August
Healthy Harold – Life Ed Van
Talgarno Primary

Friday 20th August
Sporting Schools – Ten Pin Bowling
WEEK 7 - BOOK WEEK

I feel like every second newsletter lately I am welcoming everyone back to school!
The announcement of Lockdown 6.0 was one that took us by surprise, as did the
speed with which we returned to school! Thank you again to our amazing School
Community who were so supportive during this time.
COVID Restrictions continue to impact the operations of the school – thank you to
families who have supported this by not entering the school grounds unless
required. It is really tricky to ensure our connections continue to be strong when
there are so many physical restrictions keeping us apart. Phone, text or email if
there is anyway we can support you and your family – we are always available to
catch up with families at the gate after school, just message if you’d like to discuss
something in particular.
Department of Education Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey

Monday 23rd August
Breakfast and Books
Tuesday 24th August
Book Scavenger Hunt
Bethanga Rec Reserve

Wednesday 25th August
Bellbridge Pre-school Incursion
Storytime & Craft CANCELLED

Thursday 26th August
Book Week Dress Up Day
Friday 27th August
Sporting Schools – Ten Pin Bowling

Friday 27th August
Art Show – Opening Night
SEE PAGE 2 FOR DETAILS

Sat 28th & Sun 29th August
Bethanga PS Art Show
Bethanga Memorial Hall
WEEK 8

Friday 3rd September
Cluster Day – Totem Poles TBC
Walwa Primary
WEEK 9

Monday 6th September
NERSSA Athletics
Wodonga Athletics Centre

Wednesday 8th September
Cluster Day @ USC TBC

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what
parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. This
Survey is created by the Department of Education
and is designed to assist schools in gaining an
understanding of families’ perceptions of school
climate, student behaviour, student engagement
and experiences of remote and flexible learning. As
has been evident in the past, we highly value the
opinions of our school community and use survey
results to help inform and direct future school planning
and improvement strategies. Given the small size of
our school, we hope to represent the opinions of ALL
families in this survey. All responses to the survey are
anonymous. Information regarding the log on details
specific to our school will be communicated through
uEducateUs today. The survey is open now and will
close on Friday 3rd September. The survey will be
conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete,
and can be accessed at any convenient time on
desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.
If you have any questions or queries about this survey
Kind Regards, Rachel Saunders
– please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thursday 9th September
School Photos
Thursday 9th September
R U OK? Day

SCHOOL PHOTOS WILL NOW BE IN WEEK 9

THURS 9TH SEPT

WEEK 10

Monday 13th September
F-2 Cluster Planning Day
Tuesday 14th September
3-6 Cluster Planning Day

Ordering Envelopes will go
home in Week 7

Friday 17th September
Last Day of Term 3 2:30pm FINISH
Monday 4th October
First Day of Term 4

Hot
Lunches
Fridays
From
Bethanga Hotel
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Also find us on Facebook to keep up to date.

THE SHOW MUST GO ON!
INAUGURAL ART SHOW
This fabulous event will include the art works of both
students and local artists for purchase. All funds raised
will go to the school. The weekend long event will kick off
with an official opening on Friday 27th August.
THANK YOU TO FAMILIES WHO HAVE SENT IN ORDER
FORMS FOR OPENING NIGHT TICKETS. GIVEN WE HAVE
TWO RECENT LOCKDOWNS, WE WILL EXTEND THE SALE OF
TICKETS UNTIL NEXT FRIDAY 20TH AUGUST. TICKET MONEY
CAN BE DIRECT DEPOSITED INTO THE SCHOOL ACCOUNT
(if you do this, please send order form in with details of
online payment – date, amount and reference number)

The opening night is an adults only
event due to the serving of alcohol.
COVID RESTRICTIONS
Unfortunately due to the
current COVID
restrictions, no
community events are
to be held on the school
grounds which means
until further notice, we
will be unable to hold
the Berringa Playgroup.
It is also the case that
until further notice:
NO PARENTS ARE ALLOWED
TO ATTEND ASSEMBLY
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BOOK WEEK
WEEK 7
Monday 23rd –
Friday 27th August
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Buddies & Books

Come dressed as a book
character or something
linked to this years theme

Book Week Parade

Books & Breakfast
8:30-9:30am

Scavenger Hunt
Bethanga Rec Reserve
11:30-1pm

Creating stories together

Unfortunately due to COVID restrictions, all Book Week events are for Students only.
Each day, students in F-6 participate in a number fluency task. These
tasks are designed to take approximately 10 minutes at the start of the
Numeracy session, are differentiated based on student point of need,
are often game based and a lot of fun! Number fluency activities
facilitate the automatic recall of number facts and support ‘mental
maths’ or working things out in our heads (and trusting our ability).
Below are some examples of numeracy fluency activities completed in Millewa this week. Playing
cards are a fabulous resource for Fluency tasks as the cards require no preparation, you can tailor
the pack to suit and for younger students, they can use the pictures on the cards to count.

Multiplying mentally by 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 & 10

Multiplying mentally by 2
(using knowledge of number patterns or doubling)

Students work in pairs, with a deck of
playing cards (face cards removed) turn
the top card over, students mentally
multiply this number by 2, the first one to
say the correct answer keeps the card.
Continue until there are no cards left –
the person with the most cards wins.

Students work in pairs, with a deck of
playing cards (face cards removed)
students roll a 6 sided dice (1 represents
10), turn the top card of the deck over,
students mentally multiply these 2
numbers together, the first one to say
the correct answer keeps the card.
Continue until there are no cards left –
the person with the most cards wins.

Multiplying mentally by 1-13

Students work in pairs, with a deck of
playing cards (Kings removed) students
turn over 2 cards (J=11 Q=12 K=13),
students mentally multiply these 2
numbers together, the first one to say the
correct answer keeps the card. Continue
until there are no cards left – the person
with the most cards wins.

Why not try some of these at home?
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Creatively Connected.
This term, students have continued with working with Georgia Jacobs to create another
amazing mural at our school! This mural takes pride of place in our sensory play space and
brings a smile to my face everytime a look at it – so colourful and imaginative. This mural will
be completed in the next week or two… stay tuned for possible future projects with Georgia.
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GET TO KNOW OUR COMMUNITY
Favourite Book

Favourite Food

Favourite Show

Something I want to achieve …

“To be a
professional skate
boarder and
guitarist”

Daniel

You are the best friend 24 hours and 24 hours too. HUGO
You are so cool I love all your stories and epic dragon drawings, they are brilliant! Keep it up! - ANNIE
I think you are a really good drawer and that you are kind to everyone. MELODY
I like how we read together and we have so much fun together. You give me a smile when you walk
past me. CHASE
You are really nice and kind and I like it when you join in when we play Lava Monster. - OLIVE
You are a great buddy to me. OLIVER
You are really kind and funny. – BILLY BAYLISS
You are so creative! I love how you always think outside of the box. – MRS GROVE
I like how you always give me a smile. SYLVIE
When you walk past me you give me a smile. HUDSON
You are the funniest kid I have ever met. BREE
You always let me join in the games that you are playing, you give me a big smile and you are
funny. AMELIA
You are a very good buddy to Ollie and you are very good at sharing books. I like those books.
SAMUEL
I like how you play with me in Minecraft. – REUBEN
I like how you are kind to me and others. BILLY BLACKBURNE
I like how you play with me and you are funny. ANGUS
You are a very funny person with a wild personality. – BROOKE
You always know what to say whether you’re cheering someone on or just trying to make someone
laugh. You really are a kind person. – HAZEL
I like how you play with me and others from OLIVIA.
You are a very good friend and I like how you are always trying new tricks on your skateboard. I love
playing Minecraft with you 😊 – MILES
I like you so much because you always make me laugh. PARKER
You have a great imagination! Your bright ideas and creativity bring something special to Bethanga
Primary School. MRS LARKIN
I like how you are my friend and you try your best at everything and you play Minecraft. The magic is
in you! – JACK
You are always funny & I love how you have a go at everything and how you love Scratch DESTINY
I like how you always make me laugh if I am in a mood. – IZZY
I like Daniel because he is so beautiful. EVE
You’re so creative with your awesome and detailed drawings. I always look forward to seeing your
new creations. You will go far in the future with your creativity and strong academic skills. Continue
to always be yourself and be confident in who you are! GEORGIE
You are one of my favourite friends. You’re so funny and always make me laugh. Thank you for making
me laugh and being my friend. – AVA
You are so creative – I love seeing your story ideas come to life! MRS SAUNDERS
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AFL Football Skills
CLINICS
Bethanga
Recreational Reserve
Over three sessions, students will be
guided in age-appropriate sessions (F-2
and 3-6) in football skills by a local AFL
Victoria Representative coach.
These clinics will now be held at the
Bethanga Rec Reserve to align with
COVID restrictions that prohibit
‘incursions’ however ‘excursions’ are
authorised.
Students will walk to the Rec Reserve
with teachers. There is no permission
form necessary as our general ‘local
walking excursion’ permission form
covers it.

NERSSA Athletics Carnival
Monday 6th September 2021
Wodonga Athletics Centre
The NERSSA (North East Rural Schools Sport Association) committee met
last night to come up with strategies to make our upcoming Athletics
Carnival possible. Due to COVID restrictions, we are unable to have
spectators, nor can we hold it at our regular Albury Venue.
We have however secured the Wodonga Athletics Track and have
determined to ensure we have adequate staff (all event results need to
be measured/timed in case the next level is cancelled) that we can go
ahead with a 3-6 Athletics Carnival.
Schools may choose to run a school based event for their F-2 students.

Student Achievement
Congratulations to the students who were
acknowledged at assembly in week 1 for
being active learners and making positive
contributions to the Bethanga Primary
School community.

Although staff absences are
often unavoidable, we will
endeavour where possible to
communicate any planned
changes in the newsletter
each week

Sylvie for approaching
her learning and group
work in an organised
manner.
M for treating other
students with fairness
and understanding
Olive for showing
enthusiasm and
persistence when
learning a new
language (Auslan)

Current Planned Changes:

WEEK 6
Tues 17th August

Ava for use of explicit
instructions in her
procedural writing.

Madonna in Millewa (Principal Meeting)

Our 4 week
Bowling Program
will commences
today (delayed
due to
Lockdown 6.0)
Please ensure
permission is
given through
uEducateUs.
Sessions 2-4 will now run 10-11am
commencing next Friday (leave
school at 9:30am, return at
11:30am) So that our Students
participating in the Victorian High
Ability Program do not miss out.

Healthy Harold Sports Day @ Talgarno
Wednesday 18th August
As we navigate tricky COVID guidelines, we are
doing everything that we can to ensure students
are experiencing a varied curriculum despite
being unable to do somethings. Next week we
have the Life Education van visiting Talgarno Primary School.
As interschool sports are allowed, we have modified this day to
align with the guidelines and make it possible for it to go ahead.
Students will rotate in groups between the Life Ed van program
(which will actually be held outdoors so that we avoid the
confines of the Van), Bluearth with our wonderful coach Cathryn
and additional sport activities.
Please ensure you have approved your child’s attendance at this
interschool sport event via uEducateUs
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